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FIFTY-FIVE MJE ANE

A HIDDEN PARAD

ne fine morning, the Dossier team piled
into two vehicles—two models, a stylist,
makeup artist, photographer, and myself.
loads of

clothing, makeup, and equipment. Six
hours later, I found myself experiencing that rare, ineffable

We all squeezed between

feeling that keeps me pushing forward in publishing:
the faces of my team as they laid eyes on the Fifty-Five
Mjejane. It wasn’t exactly shock, but more like disbelief—
frozen faces, wide eyes—and then, like the melting of ice
on a hot day, pure ecstasy. It was as if we had stepped off
the edge of the world into another one entirely.

Leaving behind the grit of Jozi, we entered something
so far removed from civilization that it felt almost
otherworldly. It was like someone had opened a door and
revealed a kingdom hidden from the mundane world. Our
personal Narnia. The bush—life feels uninterrupted, and
the stillness promises peace. It’s an experience where
nature dictates the rhythm, and the only noise you hear
is the hippos chatting to each other in the river below the
deck.

The path that leads you into the Fifty-Five Mjejane main
area is circled by domed tribal-style rooms, each a private
retreat. The design is inspired by the traditional Zulu
village, known as an umuzi, with beehive-shaped huts or
indluserving as homes for the community. This connection
to the past is profound. Each grass dome feels like a bridge
between the ancient and the present, a space where history,
culture, and nature meet in perfect harmony. I have great
respect for a dome, as I know they take time to engineer,
but a dome plays with our imaginations.

Upon arrival, we were greeted with the sounds of
nature—the murmur of the river and the unmistakable
happiness of hippos. And then, as if on cue, a magnificent
elephant ambled toward us, at the very same moment our
hosts handed us cold bubbly. I still think the team thinks
it was staged, but the bush could not be bothered by our
expectations. One cannot expect to see all the animals on a
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game drive. People forget that.

While the team started getting busy with the photography,
I moved slowly from room to room. The guest bathroom
is a small cathedral of stone, one of the most astounding
places I've ever washed my hands.

The rooms are a masterful blend of simplicity and
elegance, with organic materials that echo the natural
world outside—total luxury.

As I explored the property, I found myself drawn to the
details: the elegant yet understated interiors that celebrate
the richness of local craftsmanship, the handcrafied
furniture, and the textures that evoke the feeling of being
deeply connected to nature. Everything here has a purpose
and a story—a reminder that every object, every design
element, is chosen with care to complement the natural
surroundings.

The best thing to do at Fifty-Five Mjejane is to take your
closest family members for a good connection time. The
second best thing would be to take long-time friends. Here
you will have the time to talk. Of course, being an award-
winning lodge means there is a gym, pool table, and a room
to watch sports, but one would miss a great opportunity
if you don’t spend time at the table or around the fire,
talking—like our forefathers used to do on verandas and
under trees. My ultimate dream would be to take my kids
and family for three nights. What a joyful privilege that
would be. If you can, you should.

It is self-catering, so take a foodie. They will be in their
element with the contemporary kitchen equipment and
pizza oven. At night, around the fire, deeper bonds will
be forged.

‘We went to make images, but the team still managed to get
game drives in, which are included. I stayed to sit on my
private veranda, watching the sky turn pink and then burst
forth into stars, thinking of how to return with my family
one day soon.
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FASHION PHOTOGRAPHY: SJ Van Zyl
STYLIST: Schalk Myburgh
reo Louls
etho, Rubicon, Balmain

MODELS: Gaia Fernandez - Ice Models and Loren Jenneker - Boss Models
MAKE UP: 5
FRAGRANCES: Sisley Soir Orient and Chanel Comete

SUNGLASSES: Gucci from SIMA
SIMA EYEWEAR: 4th Floor Leico Isle Building, Cnr Rivonia and Linden Street, Sandton
WEBSITE: s ¢
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BIBBIS SWIMMING POOL:

A FRESH DIVE

Ll

wimming Pool by Bibbi is an aromatic fougére that

captures the essence of a natural pool in southern

Italy, said to hold healing powers. Founded by

Swedish-born creative designer Stina Bibbi Seger,

BIBB takes you on a blue-coloured, scented journey
into the subconscious. Each scent is inspired by stories and
‘dreamlike’ encounters she had while meditating.

Crafted by Jérome Epinette, blending crisp and green top notes
like Nigerian ginger, Egyptian basil, and Chinese spearmint.
The heart reveals soothing eucalyptus and geranium, with a
base of ambroxan, wet grass, and white woods, evoking the
freshness and tranquility of water.

Available at skins.co.za

LICARIA: POOLSIDE
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uspended on steep mountain

slopes over Cape Town’s iconic

Atlantic Seaboard is Icaria, a

multi-level seaside holiday home

with stupendous ocean views.
“You couldn’t ask for a more dramatic
position, like something out of James
Bond’s Skyfall ... as it hugs the contour of
a 45-degree cliff over four levels.

While gradually gliding up the vertiginous
mountainside in Icaria’s funicular, the
bustle of Victoria Road and the hip Atlantic
Seaboard scene falls away until all you can
see is the swell of the endless sea below.
By the time you reach the front door,
all you hear is the peaceful shushing of
waves and you’d be forgiven for thinking
you’ve discovered an off-the-beaten-
track island in Greece. Stone steps wind
through a terraced garden reminiscent of
the Mediterranean, taking you into this
utterly secluded and tranquil hideaway just
minutes from the heart of the city and Cape
Town’s most beautiful sandy beaches.

Surprisingly, Icaria is remarkably
grounded given the mountainside that
surrounds it: the entire south-facing facade
is punctuated with windows that bring the
granite boulders and fynbos vegetation
of Table Mountain Nature Reserve right
indoors.

On a lowest terrace, overlooking the pool
area, is the poolside suite; one level above
is the ‘cave’ bedroom — so-called because
of the way granite boulders have been
incorporated into the architecture. Both
have jaw-dropping views out over the pool
and ocean.

Here the Cape Peninsula disappears off
to the south and gaze out over the endless
horizon of the Atlantic Ocean.

www.perfecthideaways.co.za
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erfect Hideaways is more than just a travel company; it’s escapes
curated for those seeking solace, adventure, or inspiration. With
over 300 handpicked properties, including luxurious villas,
charming cottages, and boutique hotels, Perfect Hideaways offers.
spaces that exude character, comfort, and soul. Each retreat is
thoughtfully chosen for its unique charm and the promise of unforgettable
experiences, where days are as tranquil or action-packed as you desire.
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WWW.PERFECTHIDEAWAYS.CO.ZA
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he latest evolution of the Pomellato

Nudo collection introduces the toi
et moi-style rings and earrings, first
unveiled in the 2023 ‘Ode to Milan’
High Jewelry collection.

The Pomellato pioneers the concept of
‘New Precious’ by seeking out lesser-
known gemstones of rare beauty and
colors. The Pomellato Gem Master
has sourced the finest examples of
sky blue topaz and prasiolite to reveal
beautiful specimens of these valuable
minerals in mesmerizing hues.

AVAILABLE FROM
WWW.PICOTANDMOSS.CO.ZA
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