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‘Progress, but no deal’

® Trump says Alaska talks ‘extremely productiv

David Charter Anchorage

President Trump said that he and
President  Putin had made “great
progress” towards peace in UKraine in
their “extremely productive” talks, but
any deal would depend on agreement
from President Zelensky.

Despite their best efforts to sound
positivein a briefjoint press canference
after their highly anticipated Alaska
summit, it quickly became clear that no
ceasefire had been agreed and major
stumbling blecks remained. The war in
Ukraine continues

“Theres no deal until there’s a deal, |
will call up Nato in a while . and of
course President Zelensky, it ulti-
mately up to them,” Trump said in a
press conference alongside Putin, after
which they did not take any questions.

Trump said a few points remained Lo
be agreed after more than three hours
of talks, He said one was “very
.'iigni'ﬂmnt" but hee did not expand fur-
ther. "We're going to stop five, six, seven
thousarud a week being killed . thank
voiu very much Viadimie,” he dddLlJ

Putin talked of i > I
relations with the US and said their
talks should “pave the path to peace in
Ukraine™. He also talked up the
“tremendous potential” of trade and
space explocation and co-operation in
the Arctic.

It is important for our two countries
toturn the page,” Putin said, “Sooner or
later wie have to amend the situation .,
a meeting of the two heads of state [of
America and Russial has been long
overdue. President Trump and 1 have
had very good contact multiple times."

Putin said he had “always talked
about Ukraine as a hrotherly nation,
however strange it may sound in this
situation .. therefore we are sincerely
commilted 1o pulting an end to il
Mevertheless to put a long-lerm end to
it we must eliminate all the long-term
causes.”

Putin said that he greeted Trump as @
neighbour when they met, saving
"Good afternoon dear neighbour, very

President Putin and President Trump shake hands at a press conference after their talks in Anchorage, Alaska, yesterday

good to see vou in good health and
alive, | think that is very neighbourly.”

T'rump smiled and nodded.

Putin said he agreed with Tromp that
if Treump had been president in 2022
there would have been no war in
Ukraine.

As Trump wrapped up the press con-
ference, saying that there should be
more meetings soon, Putin surprised
the gathered crowid with a rare fiew
words in English. "MNext time in Mos-
cow,” he said, to which Trump

responded that he would get some heat
over ‘-Ll.l'j'l | mave.

Farlier, the two presidents had
shared a handshake, warm smiles and
an animated private conversation as
they rode alone together in the US
presidential — limouwsine  after  a
co-ordinated red carpet arrival.

Trump, who said he would “not be
happy” if the day did not conclude with
a ceasefire in Ukraine, descended the
steps of his aireraft first and clapped
briefly when the Russiun leader walked

towards hime Putin gave a quick double
thumbs-up before the fird handshake
hetween American and Russian leaders
on US sail for a decade. The back-
drop on a chilly Alaskan summer day
was dramatic two presidential jets on
the tarmac and low clouds hanging
aver the Chugsch mountains sur-
rounding Anchorage.

Before they got into the Heast
armoured wvehicle, shunning the
Russian leaders nearby limousine so
they could share private words without

" @ Putin claims meeting could pave path to peaw @ Any pact ‘up to Zelensky'

aides or translators, the two men posed
bitefly for photos and another hand-
shake, Trump patting Putink hand as he
shaok it, When a journalist shouted at
Putin, "Will vou stop killing civilians?™
the Russian Jeader pointed to his right
ear as il he could not hear the question,
as four F-35 jet fighters and a B-2 Spirit
homber flew in formation overhead.

He also sgnored questions about
whether hewould commit to a ceasefire
and how he could be trusted,

Putin had been treated as a pariah by
President Biden after the 2022 Ukraine
invasion but another pholo opportuni-
tv confirmed his re-emergence on o
the world stage as he sat with Trump
and their closest aides in front of a blue

backdrop displaying the words “Pursu-
ing peace”,

The US president had given off very
mixed signals before the summit as he
kept his options open.

He talked of walking away from the
diatogue with Putin and the Ukraing
war it the talks did not go well but also
sald he would call a rapid follow-up in-
volving Zelensky, who was excluded
s discussions, bo hammer
out the details of a peace deal,

Omn the Air Force One flight of nearly
seven hours from Washington to
Anchorage, Trump criticised Russias
deadly campaign of deone attacks,
saying that it “hurts” Pulin’s negotial-
ing position rather than strengthening
it, He said he was prepared to talk busi-
ness with the Russian leader, noting he
was bringing an entourage incloding
finance strategists as well as diplomats,
but only once “we get the war settled”

Russia laumhl.d missile strikes on
four Ukrainian  regions as  Putin
travelled to  Alaska, according to
Continuad on page 2
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‘Its sands and seas are the
colours of the Maldives but
without the crowds’

ibigues new beach hotels

Liza Grainger reviews Mozam

i

25 CO

Late summer is the
ideal time to visit,

with more pleasant
temperatures, fewer
crowds and great

bargains to be had,
says James Stewart

olest

ere’y a tip vou can have
free; late summer to
early autumn is when
Croatia is at its best.
Temperatures ease,
resorts relax and the

£ seqt 5 its warmest, That's

¢ not an ehservation based solely on my

20 years of visiting. Last month the

¢ European Travel Commission noted that

¢ phout 9 per cent of European travellers

© had switched to holidaying in so-called

i shoulder seasons, Why? Friendly

¢ temperatures and prices reduced by half

+ from peak season.

Ah ves, the prices. You ean spend big

 on Croatia, dropping more than a grand
" i anight on premium stays during high

: season. The question is — do you need

hotels in Croatia

rural wine hotels including San Roceo in

Istria; chic city stays in Dalmatia and
rustic bolt holes on Bsland backwaters.
All are places to remember how to

= relax, to discover what Croatians

call pamaloe, which transiates

roughly as living free from

schedules, You'll know it better

as the holiday fackpol.

to? Sure, luxury hotels feel like a treat,
but it theres one thing I've learnt about
Croatia it’s that a memorable stay can
be found anywhere. You wor't find a
place with a warmer welcome, and
the seas are some of the cleanest
in Eurape.

That's why we've compiled
this list of hotels for September
and Cretober breaks. It includes

- o few expensive stays for a
splurge, but most are priced for
affordable holidays, especially
if you look beyond poster

- destinations such as Dubrovnik
and Split. Given our term-time dates, ~
wie've skipped family hotels for adull
stays: wellness specialists in quiet areas,
such as Maslina Resort on Hvar and

Zori Timeless
Hotel Hvar

* Exclusivity on Croatia's glossiest
island doesn't come cheap.
Ultimatedy it's up to vou whether the
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Villa Ponta

A private self-catering villa four miles
north of Vilanculos, this rustic thatch
and wood house sits on a point
overlooking a quiet mile-long bay.
Sleeping eight in four en suite
bedrooms, it was built as a family
holiday house 20 vears ago. This is a
place to hang out in a hammock, lie
by the pool, fire up the barbecue,
watch dhows, and perhaps go for a
walk or swim. Interiors are the rustic
end of shabby chic, but it has two
attentive staff who will help to
organise activities or hire a chef.
Detalls One night's self-catering

for eight from £342
(perfecthideaways.co.za)
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